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6 April 2010
The Hon. Colin Barnett MEC MLA

Premier & Minister for State Development

24th Floor, Governor Stirling Tower

197 St George’s Tce

PERTH  WA  6000

Dear Premier,

RE:  Expression of Support for Early Childhood Ministry

A report by the Economic Audit Committee dated October 2009 entitled Putting the Public First – Partnering with the Community and Business to Deliver Outcomes states that “....Government will be supported by frank, fearless and well-informed strategic advice based on sound evidence and analysis of community needs and impacts. The public sector will actively engage individuals, community organisations, the private sector and local government in policy development and undertake long-term planning needed to inform Government decision-making.”  

In April 2010 you received a letter signed by several major early childhood peak bodies in Western Australia advocating for action and a whole-of-government response to concerns surrounding early childhood education, health and care in our state.  I write as an individual to express my support of this coalition of peak bodies, stakeholders, professional associations and service providers as they call on the Government to progress the recommendations of three recent Parliamentary reports:
1. Education and Health Standing Committee 
Healthy Child – Healthy State: Improving Western Australia’s Child Health Screening Programs (presented 21May09)
2. Community Development and Justice Standing Committee 
Inquiry into the Adequacy of Services to Meet the Developmental Needs of Western Australia's Children (presented 13Aug09)
3. Education & Health Standing Committee 
Invest Now or Pay Later: Securing the Future of Western Australia’s Children (presented 11Mar10)
In particular, I respectfully request the State Government’s urgent attention to the recommendations for one Ministerial portfolio with responsibility for early childhood health, childcare, education and parent support programs. 

Our children deserve a structure that supports their optimum development, and as a member of the early childhood education and care sector, I lend my support in demanding this for our children.
Kind regards,
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